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THE  DEAIOCHATIC  THEORY  OP  GOVEENilENT. 

For  the  purpose  of  standing  upon  the  soil  of 
Massachusetts,  to  defend  the  principles  of  our 
party  and  the  honor  and  interests  of  our  whole 
country,  I  declined  the  inyitations  to  meet  on 
this  day  the  Democracy  of  Philadelphia,  exulting 
in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  or  to  unite 
with  the  thousands  who  cluster  around  the  time- 
honored  Halls  of  St.  Tammany  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  In  a  great  battle,  we  loye  to  stand 
where  our  ranks  are  thinnest,  and  our  opponents 
muster  in  their  might.  "We  seek  out  the  adversa¬ 
ries  of  religious  and  political  freedom  in  their 
strongholds,  and  we  raise  the  standard  of  our 
Union  where  sectional  jealousy,  bigotry  and  hate 
are  most  rife.  I  honor  those  who  have  stood 
up  manfully  in  this  State  against  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  numbers  of  the  advocates  of  Alien  and  Se¬ 
dition  laws ;  against  those  who  preached  and 
practised  treason  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  against  those  who  prayed  that  our  armies 
in  Mexico  might  be  met  with  bloody  hands  and 
hospitable  graves;  against  those  who  have  persecu¬ 
ted  defenceless  women  for  their  religious  faith  ; 
against  those  whose  chief  effort  at  this  time,  is  to 
teach  one  half  of  om*  common  country  to  hate 
the  other  half.  I  have  lately  been  upon  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes  at  the  North,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  at  the  West,  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Potomac  at  the  South,  and  upon  the 
margin  of  the  Hudson  in  New  York,  and  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  say  to  you  who  live  along  the 
course  of  the  Connecticut,  and  amid  the  hills  of 


New  England,  that  but  one  sentiment  animates 
the  great  national  party  to  which  we  belong ;  and 
to  tell  you,  the  true  men  of  Massachusetts,  that 
however  small  vour  numbers  mav  be  here,  tliat 
you  Delong  to  a  brotherhood  who,  like  yourselves, 
love  our  whole  country,  and  who  are  strong 
enough  to  defend  it  against  either  foreign  assault 
or  domestic  treason. 

We  meet  upon  a  day  thick  clustering  with  me¬ 
mories  sacred  to  American  patriots.  These  vill 
animate  us  upon  this  occasion.  No  word  will  be 
uttered  here  which  will  jar  -with  the  recollections 
of  the  past.  If  those  who,  eighty  years  ago. 
came  from  the  North,  the  West,  and  the  South, 
to  rescue  Boston  from  hostile  hands,  and  to  drive 
destroying  armies  from  the  soil  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  could  have  heard,  in  anticipation,  our  words 
telling  of' the  greatness  of  our  countrj*,  and  of 
our  devotion  to  its  preseiwation,  their  hearts 
would  have  thrilled  -with  joy  and  pride.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  hearing  had  been  cursed  by 
the  appeals  to  passion  and  prejudice  which  arc 
made,  even  now,  in  a  neighboring  assemblage, 
how  would  that  patriotic  arTay  have  been  struck 
down  by  the  base  ingratitude  !  The  strong  heart 
of  Washington  would  have  given  way  as  he  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  revilings  of  his  native  State  and  of 
the  descendants  of  those  who  had  followed  him 
from  Virginia,  to  peril  their  lives  for  this  State  in 
the  day  of  its  trial  and  distress.  . 

At  this  time  our  country  is  convulsed  with  mor¬ 
al  disorders,  with  religious  dissensions  and  politi¬ 
cal  agitations.  Denunciatory  language  and  vio- 
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the  bane  of  each.  It  has  always  furnished  the 
pretexts  of  tyrants.  The  fires  of  bigotry,  the 
iron  rule  of  despots,  the  leaden  weight  of  igno- 
ranee  and  degradation,  came  from  pragmatical 
doctrines. 

Political  meddling  has  done  nothing  for  relig¬ 
ion  here.  It  has  hung  Quakers — it  persecuted 
Roger  Williams — it  has  driven  pious  women  into 
exile — it  has  tried  to  uphold  a  theocracy  in  New- 
England — it  has  divided  the  churches  of  our  land 
— it  has  caused  bitter  sectional  hate.  It  has  done 
no  good.  We  need  not  go  back  into  the  past  to 
show,  this — it  is  proved  by  the  questions  of  the 
day.  We  have  political  meddling  with  morals  in 
coercive  temperance  laws ;  political  meddling 
with  religion  in  Know  Nothingism  and  divided 
churches ;  political  meddling  with  rights  of  local 
legislation  by  the  Republican  party.  They  each 
sprung  from  a  common  sentiment.  The  man 
of  the  South  who  supports  Know  Nothingism, 
upholds  the  spirit  of  bigotry  which  calls  Repub¬ 
licanism  into  existence.  The  man  of  foreign 
birth  who  aids  in  the  attempt  to  disfranchise  the 
emigrant  to  the  west,  will  find  that  he  is  laboring 
to  take  away  the  right  of  citizenship  from  the  im¬ 
migrant  from  the  eastern  world.  He  who  inter¬ 
feres  with  those  a  thousand  miles  away,  must  not 
object  to  the  intermeddling  of  his  neighbors  with 
his  domestic  or  personal  affairs.  Those  who  fan 
the  fires  of  fanaticism  in  any  of  its  forms,  will 
find  their  homes  invaded  by  its  flames. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  doctrine  of  local  self 
government  is  most  bitterly  assailed  in  some  of 
the  New  England  States,  which  owe  their  politi¬ 
cal  power  to  this  principle.  Equal  representa¬ 
tion  is  given  to  each  State  in  die  Senate,  the  most 
important  branch  of  the  federal  S3^stem,  for  it  has 
not  only  the  law  making  poiver  in  common  with 
die  House  of  Representatives,  but  also  the  power 
to  confirm  treaties,  (which  are  superior  to  lairs,) 
and  to  restrain  the  Executive  by  rejecting  official 
appointments.  The  Senate  holds  in  check  every 
other  department  of  government. 

If  New  England  was  asked  to  give  up  its  dis¬ 
proportionate  power  in  the  Senate,  it  would  point 
to  the  constitutional  compact.  Then  let  Ncw- 
England  see  that  the  compact  is  respected  where 
it  gives  as  well  as  where  it  takes.  If  it  was  urged 
that,  with  a  population  less  than  that  of  New 
York,  New  England  has  ten  Senators  and  ten 
electoral  votes  beyond  its  proportionate  share,  and 
that  die  constitution  should  be  amended  to  do 
away  with  this  inequality,  the  answer  would  be, 
that  it  was  the  wise  policy  of  our  constitution  to 
uphold  State  sovereignties ;  that  the  organization 
of  the  Senate  was  designed  to  prevent  interfer¬ 
ence  with  local  affairs  by  die  general  government ; 
that  representation  by  States  was  intended  to 
keep  alive  die  principles  of  local  self-government. 
For  these  reasons  the  small  States  are  allowed  a 
disproportionate  share  of  power  in  the  Senate. — 
Without  these  reasons,  this  disparity  would  be 
intolerable.  But  the  power  was  given  only  for 
defensive,  not  for  aggressive  purposes.  Nor  ivill 
it  be  tolerated  for  other  purposes.  The  dispro¬ 
portion  of  power  becomes  greater  each  year.  Most 
of  the  new  States  have  each  of  them  land  fit  for 
cultivation  equal  to  the  aggregate  of  the  six  New 
England  States.  Many  of  them  far  exceed  that 
amount.  In  a  few  years  they  will  fill  up  with 
population,  while  your  numbers  will  not  increase. 
If  a  meddling  policy  is'Xo  prevail  in  our  country, 
an  undue  share  of  power  will  not  be  allowed. — 


Your  remote  and  sequestered  position,  touching 
the  rest  of  the  Union  only  on  the  borders  of  New 
York,  will  lessen  your  influence.  The  principle 
of  interference  may  be  brought  home  to  you,  and 
in  defence  you  -will  be  compelled  to  urge  the 
principles  of  local  self-government  and  State 
rights,  which  has  ever  been  the  creed  of  the  dem¬ 
ocratic  party.  Yet,  blind  to  .these  considerations, 
the  legislators  of  this  State  have  been  violent  in 
their  action  against  the  principle  of  loeal  sover¬ 
eignty,  which  alone  give  it  power,  and  most  de¬ 
clamatory  against  the  compromises  of  the  consti¬ 
tution,  which  alone  give  it  influence,  for  the  whole 
number  of  its  citizens  is  only  equal  to  the  annual 
increase  of  the  population  of  the  United  States. 

COEECIVE  TEMPERANCE  LAW. 

I  will  present  for  your  consideration  the  differ¬ 
ent  phases  of  this  spirit  of  political  interference. 
We  have  forced  upon  us  in  many  of  the  States  a 
coercive  temperance  law,  whicli  is  claimed  by  its 
advocates  to  be  a  new  and  certain  remedy  for 
most  of  the  evils  which  affect  society,  but  which 
is  an  oft  repeated  and  always  futile  effort  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  jurisdiction  of  statutory  laws  beyond  their 
proper  bounds. 

The  objections  to  this  measure  are  two-fold.  It 
violates  constitutional  laws,  and  it  will  increase 
the  evils  it  claims  to  abolish.  At  this  time  many 
speak  lightly  of  constitutional  law.  They  are  im¬ 
patient  that  their  peculiar  views  are  checked  by 
its  barriers,  not  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  their 
only  safeguard  against  unjust  or  hasty  legislation, 
affecting  their  lives,  their  liberties  and  their  rights 
of  conscience.  We  are  made  free  by  written  con¬ 
stitutions  restraining  majorities  and  protecting  mi¬ 
norities,  and  forbidding  the  legislators  from  touch¬ 
ing  a  single  right  of  a  single  citizen.  In  these 
days  of  legislative  encroachment  and  legislative 
corruption,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  up¬ 
hold  constitutional  law.  It  is  strange  that  those 
who  demand  respect  for  coercive  temperance  laws 
should  show  contempt  for  tlie  more  sacred  obli¬ 
gations  of  constitutions — that  those  who  eall  for 
submission  to  legislative  enactments  denounce 
and  revile  the  higher  decision  of  judicial  tribu¬ 
nals.  The  objections  to  this  legislation  are  of  the 
igravest  kind.  It  is  not  merely  against  drinking, 
but  against  thinking.  It  is  a  precedent  full  of 
evil.  It  will  not  only  increase  intemperance,  but 
it  will  pave  the  way  for  other  kindred  and  hurtful 
measures.  It  is  well  described  by  an  eminent 
clergyman  as  a  “lazy  philanthropy  which  tries 
to  get  rid  of  the  duties  of  life  by  declaring  its  evils 
arc  abolished  by  act  of  Legislature.^^ 

Its  first  and  greatest  mischief  is  the  demorali¬ 
zation  and  disorganization  of  temperance  efforts. 
No  cause  can  receive  a  blow  more  deadly  than 
that  which  degrades  the  passions  and  motives  of 
its  advocates.  The  efforts  of  those  engaged  in 
promoting  temperance  by  reason  and  persuasion, 
were  “twice  blessed.”  They  enlarged  their  own 
intellect,  and  improved  their  own  characters, 
while  they  influenced  and  benefitted  others.  But 
when  the  law  gives  them  power  over  their  fellow 
men,  poor  human  nature  shows  its  wonted  weak¬ 
ness.  Bride  and  passion  are  aroused,  and  pro¬ 
voke  resistance  where  persuasion  has  heretofore 
prevailed.  I  do  not  mean  to  urge  against  this 
measure  that  it  has  unworthy  advocates  or  indis¬ 
creet  friends,  but  that  its  tendency  is  to  arouse 
bad  passions  in  the  breasts  of  men  who  have  here¬ 
tofore  been  humane  and  charitable — that  the  pow- 


cr  which  it  gives  them  over  the  consciences  and 
actions  of  others,  creates  a  vindictive  spirit  on  the 
one  hand,  and  calls  forth  resistance  on  the  other. 

What  arc  the  effects  on  the  minds  of  good  men 
■when  excited  by  the  idea  of  coercion  ?  They  be¬ 
come  inflamed  with  passion,  and  indulge  in  reck¬ 
less  assertions  against  character — foul  imputations 
against  motives — and  flippant  denunciations  of 
judicial  decisions.  These  passions  have  been  ex¬ 
hibited  even  in  the  pulpit,  and  teachers  of  a  meek 
and  charitable  religion,  adopt  the  very  language 
•f  the  enemies  of  its  author,  when  denouncing 
men  as  wine-bibbers  and  friends  of  publicans  and 
sinners.  It  is  hard  to  believe  "when  listening  to 
their  invectives,  that  they  are  servants  of  Ilim 
w'ho  was  thus  reviled  because  he  proposed  to  do 
away  wdth  the  laws  which  restrain  the  actions  of 
men,  and  to  introduce  in  their  place  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  purify  the  heart  and  motives.  The 
Statute  giving  them  power  over  their  fellow  men 
like  Ithuriel’s  spear,  touches  the  love  of  power 
lurking  in  the  heart  of  all,  and  evil  spirits  spring 
into  full  force  and  stature. 

The  reasoning  urged  by  the  advocates  of  this 
statute  is  this  : — ‘Tntemperanco  is  an  evil.  It  is 
die  duty  of  government  to  suppress  evils  ;  there¬ 
fore,  a  coercive  law  is  right.”  The  evil  is  con¬ 
eeded,  and  those  who  feel  its  magnitude  cannot 
and  will  not  consent  to  any  measures  which  in- 
erease  it.  But  we  must  not  stop  with  depicting 
these  evils  in  glowing  and  exciting  terms.  The 
great  question  is  this  ;  Is  coercion  a  rightful  and 
effectual  remedy  ?  This  question  is  usually  over¬ 
leaped  in  order  to  reach  the  denunciatory  exerci¬ 
ses.  The  remedy  is  either  a  new  one,  or  one 
•which  has  heretofore  failed.  In  either  event,  its 
advocates  are  hasty  in  vilifying  those  who  doubt 
its  efficacy.  The  arguments  upon  ■which  it  is 
founded  have  caused  most  of  the  political,  social, 
and  religious  evils  which  oppress  mankind. — 
Those  who  hold  or  usurp  power,  are  wont  to  say 
tliat  what  thev  deem  heresv,  or  infidelitv,  or  dan- 
gerous  habits  of  thinking  freely,  ai'e  e-vnls,  and 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  State  to  remove  evils,  and, 
therefore,  they  may  punish  freedom  of  thinking 
as  well  as  freedom  of  drinking.  In  all  these  cases 
the  real  question  is  overlooked.  'What  are  the 
right  remedies 

The  bad  effects  of  this  law  upon  its  advocates 
have  been  seen.  Another  objection  is,  that  it  cre¬ 
ates  a  spirit  of  resistance  which  increases  the  evil 
it  claims  to  root  out.  This  fact  is  shown  by  the 
experience  of  different  nations  at  different  periods 
in  tlie  world’s  histoiy.  The  use  of  particular  nar¬ 
cotics  amongst  most  nations,  has  been  confirmed 
by  efforts  to  suppress  their  consumption  by  force. 

The  cause  of  Temperance  was  innsistible  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  vv'hile  it  was  upheld  by  reason 
and  persuasion.  It  was  broken  down  by  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  authors  of  the  bill,  in  the  narrowness 
of  their  intellect,  could  not  see  that  truth  was 
stronger  than  statutes.  We  are  ad^rised  by  com¬ 
mercial  men,  and  by  the  Missionary  Journals  of 
China,  that  the  attempt  to  put  down  the  use  of 
Opium  by  force,  has  been  followed  by  the  great¬ 
est  social,  moral,  and  political  evils.  There,  as 
here,  a  dead  law  is  like  a  dead  limb  upon  a  liv¬ 
ing  man ;  it  must  be  cut  off,  or  it  will  cairy  de¬ 
cay  and  cormption  into  every  part  of  the  sys¬ 
tem.  The  mischiefs  which  we  begin  to  feel,  are 
there  developed  to  their  full  extent,  and  he  who 
will  trace  them  therein  all  their  influences,  will  be 
startled  to  find  how  great  are  the  ■wrongs  which 


grow  out  of  mistaken  principles  of  legislation 
although  prompted  by  good  motives. 

The  concealed  currents  of  vice,  like  under  cur¬ 
rents  of  water,  are  most  insidious  and  destructive 
At  tills  time  the  Maine  law  in  several  States  con 
verts  a  dangerous,  and  in  many  instances  a  de¬ 
structive  habit  of  drinking  intoxicatkig  liquors, 
into  one  more  dangerous  and  pernicious,  for  it 
superadds  the  meanness  of  concealment,  andtlu- 
demoralization  of  hypocrisy.  It  also  makes  it 
more  difficult  to  apply  timely  correctives  to  per¬ 
nicious  habits.  You  cannot  warn  against  the  se¬ 
ductive  habit,  without  first  convicting  of  an  un¬ 
lawful  and  secret  practice.  In  the  meantime  the 
taste  has  become  iiTCsistible.  Prohibitory  laws 
have  not  prevented  drinking ;  they  have  made  it 
more  hurtful  by  introducing  untruthful  pretexts 
for  its  use. 

Let  the  advocates  of  temperance  sec  what  spir¬ 
it  this  enactment  has  evoked.  Is  this  the  da\ 
of  triumph  for  their  cause  ?  Persuasion  requires 
■virtue,  ability  and  sincerity.  Coercive  laws  are 
best  enforced  by  the  violent,  vindictive  and  base. 
Hence  these  are  now  taking  the  lead.  They  even 
show  a  malignant  hostility  to  those  who  have  la¬ 
bored  long,  and  sacrificed  much  for  the  objects 
they  claim  to  have  in  view  if  they  refuse  to  be¬ 
come  politically  subservient.  Men  out  of  repair 
morally  or  politically  in  their  straggles  for  party 
advantage  throw  tlie  consistent  advocate  of  tem¬ 
perance  into  the  back  ground — a  benevolent  en¬ 
terprise  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  those  afflic¬ 
ted  with  a  “vindictive  philanthropy,”  which  de¬ 
ranges  them  with  the  idea  that  they  are  viiduous, 
because  they  are  dcnunciatoiy.  The  wise  and 
the  thoughtful  are  overraled  bv  men  raging  with 
the  delirium  tremens  of  fanaticism,  who  assail  the 
most  sacred  offices  of  religion,  who  see  foul  ser¬ 
pents  coiling  upon  the  Sacramental  altar,  infus¬ 
ing  their  venom  into  the  sacred  elements,  and 
hissing  amid  the  solemnities  of  the  last  supper. 

The  terms  of  the  law  go  bevond  the  senti- 
ment  of  all  classes,  and  cause  a  constant  incon¬ 
sistency  of  language  and  action.  Public  officers, 
.fudges,  and  Clergymen,  are  compelled  to  de¬ 
nounce  the  use  of  wine  and  crime,  when  speaking 
with  all  the  solemnities  of  official  station,  or  in¬ 
vested  mth  the  sacredness  of  the  pulpit.  Yet 
they  show  by  their  constant  intercourse  with 
those  who  do  use  intoxicating  liquors,  that  this  is 
a  formal  language,  a  mockery,  a  compliance 
with  the  terras  of  law  which  all  feel  to  be  untrue. 

The  vital  principle  of  tlie  Christian  religion  is 
persuasion,  in  opposition  to  resti’aints.  It  makes 
temperance  and  all  other  viitues  something  posi¬ 
tive.  It  aims  to  make  men  unwilling,  not  una¬ 
ble  to  do  ■^^’Tong.  It  educates  alike  the  feelings 
and  the  understanding,  the  heart  and  the  head. 
All  experience  shows  that  mere  restraints  from 
vice  do  not  reform.  Our  prisons  are  tlie  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  perfect  system  of  restraint.  Their 
inmates  for  a  long  series  of  years,  are  entirely 
prevented  from  indulging  in  intemperance  or  any 
kindred  evil.  They  lead  lives  of  perfect  regular¬ 
ity,  industry,  and  propriety,  because  they  arc 
compelled  to  do  so.  Yet  few  are  reformed  by 
this.  Our  instincts  teach  us  that  forced  propriety 
of  conduct  gives  no  assurance  of  future  virtue ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  very  fact  tliat  they  have  been 
subjected  to  it,  is  by  courts  and  communities  re¬ 
garded  as  evidence  of  depravity. 

The  very  condition  of  restraint  is  found  to  be 
a  positive  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  influences 


( 

of  religious  education,  when  brought  to  bear  tip- 
011  the  inmates  of  our  prisons.  Are  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  temperance  law  willing  to  place 
themselves  upon  the  footing  on  which  they  strive 
to  place  others  ?  Will  they  give  up  their  con¬ 
victions  of  duty  and  propriety — surrender  every 
positive  virtue,  and  become  temperance  men 
merely  because  they  cannot  drink "?  They  will 
siirink  from  the  application  of  a  principle  to 
themselves  which  they  try  to  apply  to  othei's. — 
They  know  that  virtues  wither  and  die  out  under 
such  systems.  The  law  has  and  does  lead  away 
from  the  right  remedy  to  a  WTong  one.  I  know 
Uiat  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line  wdiere  persua¬ 
sion  should  end  and  coercion  begin.  This  has 
ever  been  the  problem  which  has  emlwiiTassed 
legislators :  but  this  wo  do  know,  that  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  civilization,  morality,  and  virtue,  has 
been  marked  by  the  extension  of  education  and 
religion,  and  the  contraction  of  coercive  laws. 

Governments  emanate  from  the  people,  and 
merely  represent  their  morality  or  intelligence. 
The  folly  which  looks  to  governments  to  evolve 
the  virtues,  is  like  the  ignorance  which  regards 
the  thermometer  as  a  regulator  of  temperature, 
or  the  barometer  as  the  controller  of  the  weather. 

We  object,  then,  to  this  law,  because  it  demor¬ 
alizes  temperance  men,  making  tlicm  vindictive 
and  violent ;  because  it  arouses  a  spirit  of  resis¬ 
tance,  increasing  tlic  evils  of  intemperance  ;  be¬ 
cause  it  Ls  a  step  backwards  in  civilization^  sub¬ 
stituting  restraints  for  education.  All  admit  that 
it  is  better  to  be  temperate  from  choice,  from 
thought  and  resolution,  than  from  coercion. — 
Who  doubts  that  persuation  will  win  more  than 
force. 

But  it  is  said  in  a  triumphant  tone,  if  the  law 
will  increase  intemperance,  why  do  the  sellere  of 
intoxicating  liquors  object  to  it Leaving  out 
of  view  differences  of  opinion  Avith  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  their  use  as  drink,  this  very  law 
concedes  their  necessity  for  mechanical,  medical, 
and  sacred  uses — but  while  it  recognizes  the  le¬ 
gality  and  necessity  of  their  manufacture  and 
sale,  it  strives  to  make  both  odious,  dangerous, 
and  degrading  ;  and  this  is  naturally  resisted  by 
men  whose  objects  are  higher  than  mere  gain, 
and  who  do  not  Avish  to  see  a  business  pursuit  of 
conceded  necessity,  forced  into  the  hands  of  those 
indifferent  to  their  right  or  to  public  sentiment. 

I  do  not  assail  the  motives  of  its  advocates, 
but  good  motives  do  not  prevent  the  evil  results 
of  false  principles.  A  good  motive  (to  saAre 
men’s  souls)  originated  the  slave  trade.  The 
same  good  motive  kindled  the  fires  of  the  In¬ 
quisition.  Good  motrees  and  wrong  principles 
have  lain  at  the  root  of  almost  every  evil  which 
has  oppressed  and  afflicted  mankind. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  great  body  of  the  cler¬ 
gy  reject  this  union  with  the  State.  They  con¬ 
tinue  to  put  their  faith  in  the  Christian  and  not 
in  the  Legislative  dispensation.  Their  less  sa¬ 
gacious  brethren  Avill  soon  find  Avhere  their  infidel 
alliances  Avill  lead  them. 

KNOAV  NOTHINGISM. 

Wliile  the  coercionist  is  trying  to  limit  the 
freedom  of  his  neighbors,  two  other  parties,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  same  sentiment  of  political  med¬ 
dling,  are  assailing  different  classes  of  our  peo¬ 
ple.  We  have  ^‘knoAv  nothings”  who  wish  to 
disfranchise  those  who  come,  and  ^‘republicans” 
who  are  rcsoh'ed  to  diA’anchiso  those  who  go. — 
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The  first,  hold  that  those  who  come  from  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  shall  gain  no  political 
rights,  the  last  assert  that  tlie  citizens  who  go 
beyond  the  Missouri,  should  lose  the  rights  of 
self  government  tliey  enjoyed  at  home.  Each 
party  unites  to  plaee  a  class  of  persons  in  a  con¬ 
dition  of  pupilage.  They  assume  that  men  who 
have  the  rigor,  energy,  and  enterprise,  to  leave 
their  native  land,  are  unfit  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves,  They  reverse  every  American  senti¬ 
ment.  They  believe  that  those  avIiq  have  haz¬ 
arded  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  tlieir  effort  to 
get  homes  and  freedom  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  have  less  interest  in  their  OAvn  welfare 
than  othere  have  for  them.  These  two  parties 
hold  in  common,  that  men  who  emigrate  will 
make  better  citizens  if  deprived  of  political  right. 
What  Avould  our  laborers  say,  if  told  they  would 
make  better  Avorkmen  if  they  were  not  alloAved 
to  become  their  own  employers  7  What  Avould 
the  apprentice  think,  if  he  was  advised  that  he 
would  be  more  faithful  if  he  was  not  pennitted 
to  become  a  master  meclianic  7  Or  the  laAvyer 
if  debarred  from  the  Judge’s  seat  to  make  him  a 
more  trustAvorthy  advocate?  They  would  de¬ 
nounce  such  suggestions,  tliey  would  demand 
encoumgement  tor  efforts,  by  the  hopes  of  all 
the  honore  and  advantages  of  their  pursuits. — 
The  folly  of  tr}dng  to  make  good  mechanics, 
lawyers,  and  doctors,  by  disfranchising  tliem,  is 
no  greater  than  the  folly  Avhich  believes  men  can 
be  made  good  citizens  by  taking  from  them  the 
rights  of  citizenship. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  original  settlers  of  our 
country,  were  endowed  Avith  all  the  cardinal  vir¬ 
tues,  and  that  tliey  Avere  tlic  authors  of  our  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  Our  forefathers  eommitted 
more  outrages  upon  personal  rights  than  the 
most  bigoted  impute  to  tliose  Avho  noAV  come  to 
our  shores.  Under  the  influence  of  fanatacism, 
they  drowned  and  hung  their  felloAV  citizens. — 
They  were  made  Aviser  and  better  men  by  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  full  political  rights  in  the  land,  and 
the  modern  emigrant  must  be  allowed  the  full 
benefit  of  the  same  influences. 

Is  the  action  of  your  Legislators  consistent 
upon  the  subject?  They  protest  with  justice 
against  interference  Avith  the  emigrants  from  this 
State  to  Kansas  when  sent  out  by  “aid  societies,” 
^et  the  border  men  of  Missouri  are  only  enforc¬ 
ing  the  laAvs  Avhich  Massachusetts  has  passed, 
against  any  foreigner  who  may  be  placed  upon 
its  shores  by  means  of  charitable  assistance.  Pie 
is  called  a  pauper  and  sent  back  across  the  ocean. 
Can  that  be  wise  and  humane  here,  Avhich  is  de¬ 
nounced  as  ruffianism  and  wrong  in  Kansas  ? 

Absurd  efforts  are  made  to  trace  all  the  virtues 
of  the  American  character  back  to  the  early  col¬ 
onist  ;  to  find  the  germs  of  our  institutions  in 
their  first  acts  after  landing  upon  our  shores,  and 
tlius  to  make  a  distinction  between  them  and  the 
modern  emigrant.  It  is  assumed  that  the  former 
were  models  of  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  that  we 
get  from  them  our  ideas  of  civil  and  religious  lib¬ 
erty.  Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious.  A  con¬ 
tentious  feeling  was  shown  on  the  May  P'lower, 
for  it  is  given  as  a  reason  for  forming  a  govern¬ 
ment  by  its  emigrants,  that,  “observing  some  not 
well  affected  to  unity  and  concord,  but  gave  some 
appearance  of  faction,  it  was  thought  good  to 
combine  together  in  one  body,  and  to  submit  to 
such  government  and  governors  as  they  should, 
by  common  consent,  agree  to  make  and  choose.” 
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The  same  considerations  of  religious  freedom,  or 
of  personal  advantage,  which  led  the  early  colo¬ 
nists  to  the  shores  of  this  continent  continue  to 
draw  hither  the  inliabitants  of  the  old  world.  No 
one  denounces  the  early  immigration  because 
there  were  criminals  mingled  among  the  good 
and  ^Wse. 

The  know  nothing  idea  that  men  tvill  make 
better  citizens  if  deprived  of  political  privileges,  is 
most  undemocratic ;  that  religious  sentiments 
should  be  persecuted  and  denounced,  is  most  un- 
American  ;  and  that  homes  should  be  denied  to 
the  poor  and  oppressed  in  our  abundant  unoccu¬ 
pied  public  domain,  is  most  uncharitable  and  un¬ 
christian. 

What  is  this  emigration  that  is  thus  denounced? 
It  is  the  victory  of  our  country  and  its  institutions. 
It  is  a  mightv  achievement  in  our  contest  for  su- 
periority  with  the  Old  W orld.  It  is  a  triumph  of 
peace.  It  is  a  glorious  contrast  with  the  devasta¬ 
tions  of  war.  It  annuallv  brings  three  hundred 
thousand  “pilgrims,”  and  transplants  them  into 
happy  homes,  making  them  prosperous,  and  our 
nation  great,  while,  elsewhere,  war  sacrifices  an 
equal  number  upon  the  battle  field  and  by  loath¬ 
some  disease.  It  is  the  manifestation  of  the  su¬ 
perior  power  of  commerce  over  mere  martial 
strength.  While  great  nations  exhaust  their  en¬ 
ergies,  embarrass  their  finances,  and  carry  ^nisery 
and  desolation  into  the  homes  of  their  people.  In 
transporting  their  armies  to  death  and  disease  on 
distant  shores,  a  few  merchants  of  this  city  bring 
a  greater  host  across  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  nev¬ 
er  feel  that  it  is  more  than  an  easy  and  familiar 
transaction.  Compared  with  this  great  move¬ 
ment,  the  subjects  of  European  diplomacy  are 
trivial.  This  is  the  great  combat  which  is  to  tell 
upon  the  destinies  of  nations,  and  the  history  of 
the  world.  Xo  Alexander  or  Cresar  in  the  height 
of  their  conquests,  ever  made  such  acquisitions  of 
power  as  immigration  biings  to  us. 

But  those  who  are  against  the  cause  of  their 
country  in  this  contest,  contend  that  immigration 
brings  with  it  destitution,  poverty  and  crime. — 
Trace  these  bands  of  sti-ong-limbed  but  poor  for¬ 
eigners  until  they  plant  themselves  upon  the  hith¬ 
erto  useless  land  of  the  West,  and  see  how  wealth 
is  evolved  by  their  very  contact  with  the  soil. — 
They  were  poor,  and  the  fertile  land  was  valueless, 
but  combine  these  two  kinds  of  poverty  and  the 
wealth  which  alchemists  di'eamed  of,  is  the  ma^i- 
cal  result.  Wlience  comes  this  mighty  volume  of 
prosperity  which  roUs  over  om*  land  *?  Whence 
the  increase  of  the  price  of  farms  and  lots  and 
broad  untilled  lands  which  has  given  to  so  many 
of  our  citizens  wealth  and  prosperity  ?  What 
gives  employment  to  our  cars  and  boats  and  ships, 
transporting  armies  of  men,  and  retransporting 
the  products  of  their  labor  ?  •  Stop  foreign  immi¬ 
gration  to  this  country,  and  thousands  of  those 
who  ignorantlv  denounce  the  cause  of  the  wealth 
they  enjoy,  would  find  their  abundant  prosperity 
wither  and  die  away  Like  Jonah’s  Gourd. 

There  is  danger  that  this  source  of  prosperity 
and  power  will  be  diverted  elsewhere.  It  does 
not  fiow  to  our  shores  because  we  alone  have  fer¬ 
tile  lands;  there  are  broad,  unoccupied  plains 
not  owned  by  us,  in  South  America  and  Austra¬ 
lia.  Immigration  seeks  here  religious  and  politi¬ 
cal  freedom  and  equality.  Will  it  do  so  hereafter, 
in  view  of  late  occurrences?  Recent  outrages 
have  been  perpetrated  aptly  for  the  purposes  of 
governments  who  are  adopting  active  measiu’es  to 


turn  elsewhere  these  living  streams  of  population. 
British  naturalization  laws  are  changed  in  fu  vor  of 
the  emigrant  to  the  Canadas.  Continental  gov¬ 
ernments,  under  pretext  of  protecting  the  health 
of  their  subjects,  impose  vexatious  and  embarras¬ 
sing  restraints  upon  our  vessels  engaged  in  their 
transportation.  The  diminished  number  of  emi¬ 
grants  during  the  past  year  shows  tlie  result. 

Divert  immigrations  from  our  country,  and  you 
strike  a  deadly  blow  at  its  prosperity.  Why  are 
the  farmers  in  the  interior  of  our  States,  able  to 
send  the  fruits  of  their  toil  to  foreign  markets  ? — 
Mainly  becanse  the  cost  of  tlieir  fransportation  is 
lessened  by  immigrations.  Wlien  we  trace  out  all 
its  influences  permeating  every  industrial  purpose, 
we  are  amazed  at  the  madness  and  folly  that  seeks 
to  divert  it  elsewhere,  and  ashamed  of  the  bigotry 
and  ignorance  which  prompts  the  effort.  The 
charges  of  pauperism  and  criminality  made 
against  our  foreign  citizens  are  unjust.  Their  vi¬ 
olations  of  law  while  they  are  not  familiar  with 
our  institutions,  and  when  placed  under  circum¬ 
stances  of  great  and  novel  temptations,  are  no 
more  frequent  than  the  commission  of  crimes  by 
those  of  American  birth,  when  removed  from  the 
conventional  restraints  of  kindred  and  friends,  in 
California,  or  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
or  the  Carribean  Seas. 

POLITICAL  MEDDLING  WITH  THE  RIGHTS  OP 
SELF-GOVERNMENT  IN  STATES  AND  TER¬ 
RITORIES. 

The  spirit  of  political  meddling  with  the  affairs 
of  others,  and  with  the  rights  of  men  on  account 
of  birth  or  religion,  has  natiu'aUy  given  birth  to  a 
desire  to  interfere  with  distinct  and  distant 
communies.  The  idea  of  disfranchising  those  who 
go  as  well  as  those  who  come,  inevitably  grew  up 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  wish  to  control  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  others.  Such  minds  instinctively  war 
against  self-govemment  by  communities  as  well 
as  by  individuals. 

At  this  time  a  party  powerful  in  numbers,  re¬ 
sources  and  talents  in  opposition  to  the  warnings 
and  entreaties  of  the  patriots  whom  the  American 
people  love  and  reverence  have  entered  into  the 
pendmg  political  contest,  with  the  detennination 
of  aiTaying  one  section  of  our  common  country 
against  another.  Its  presses  constantly  urge  upon 
the  public  attention  everything  of  past,  present  or 
fancied  occuiTence  which  is  calcidated  to  excite 
the  prejudices  or  to  arouse  the  passions  of  the 
North  against  the  South.  This  treasonable  con¬ 
duct  is  called  a  necessary  measure  of  defence 
against  the  aggressive  power  and  political  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  South. 

The  charges  of  territorial  acquisitions  and  of 
political  aggression  to  promote  Southern  designs, 
have  been  made  so  persistently,  that  well  disposed 
persons  have  been  misled.  1  call  yom-  attention 
to  the  following  facts,  gathered  frorn  official  docu¬ 
ments  : 

In  1790,  the  population  of  the  Northern  States 
was  1,958,455,  and  of  the  Southern  1,961,372. — 
Their  numbers  were  then  about  equal.  In  1850, 
the  population  of  the  Northern  States  was  13,507,- 
194,  and  of  the  Southern  9,612,810.  This  great 
disparity  has  been  increased  during  the  last  five 
years.  The  annual  increase  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  including  immigration,  is  about 
900,000.  Of  the  natural  increase  570,000  belongs 
to  the  North,  and  230,000  to  the  South.  Of  the 
immigration,  assume  that  70,000  goes  to  the 
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South,  and  230,000  to  the  North  and  West,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  annual  increase  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  Free  over  the  Slave  States  is  350,- 
000.  By  1860,  the  population^of  the  North  will 
exceed  that  of  the  South  more  than,  seven  and  a 
half  millions. 

The  North  owes  its  superiority  in  numbers  to 
immigration.  It  was  the  policy  of  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son,  a  Southern  Democrat,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Mr.  Adams,  a  Northern  Federalist,  which 
brought  immigration  to  our  shores,  at  a  time  when 
the  continuance  of  alien  laws  would  have  turned 
it  elsewhere.  Southern  democrats  knew  at  that 
time  and  have  seen  ever  since,  that  immigration 
must  follow  the  channels  of  commerce  and  be 
carried  into  the  Northern  States.  They  have  al¬ 
ways  known  tliat  the  climate,  the  pursuits,  the 
institutions  of  these  States  were  most  congenial 
to  Europeans.  Has  any  Southern  Administra¬ 
tion  attempted  to  check  the  incoming  foreigners 
because  our  section  of  the  country  was  most  ben- 
efitted  ?  Have  they  indulged  in  the  meanness  of 
sectional  prejudice,  at  the  expense  of  the  general 
prosperity  of  our  country  1  They  had  tlie  wis¬ 
dom  to  see  that  the  general  good  was  promoted 
by  a  liberal  and  humane  policy,  and  they  did  not 
stop  to  ask  if  we  were  to  be  particularly  benefitted. 
The  superior  political  power  of  the  North  is  due 
to  the  policy  of  Southern  democratic  administra¬ 
tion.  And  now  there  are  men  base  enough  to 
appeal  to  the  power  thus  created  to  array  itself 
against  these  States  which  sustained  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  his  successors  against  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  and  all  other  forms  of  oppressive  or  pro¬ 
scriptive  legislation.  Mark  how  closely  the  re¬ 
publican  party  studies  the  census  returns,  and 
see  the  ascending  and  graduated  scale  of  indig¬ 
nation  keeping  its  due  proportions  with  the  de¬ 
scending  scale  of  the  representative  power  of  the 
South.  Under  the  census  of  1830,  men  who 
have  lately  deserted  the  democratic  party,  would 
not  consent  that  Congress  should  hear  a  petition 
against  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Un¬ 
der  the  census  of  1840,  they  became  opposed  to 
the  extension  of  slavery  into  any  of  tlie  territo¬ 
ries.  After  1850,  they  insisted  no  new  slave  States 
should  be  admitted  and  in  view  of  the  results  of 
the  enumerations  of  1860,  they  are  filled  with  a 
horror  of  slavery,  and  are  preparing  for  the  ac¬ 
tive  interference  with  the  legislation  of  sovereign 
States.  More  judicious  courage  has  never  been 
sliown.  Like  that  of  Falstaff,  it  first  displays 
itself  when  the  battle  is  over. 

Look  at  the  results  of  temtorial  acquisitions. 
At  the  establishment  of  our  goverument  we  had 
no  lands  west  of  Mississippi.  By  the  purchase  of 
Florida  and  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  New  Mexico 
and  California,  we  have  increased  our  country's 
area  threefold,  and  extended  it  to  the  Pacific. 
The  purchase  of  Florida  was  more  for  the 
advantage  of  Northern  commerce  than  South¬ 
ern  interests.  A  large  portion  is  uninha¬ 
bitable,  and  its  population  is  less  than  that 
of  some  of  our  interior  counties.  With  Cuba, 
it  gave  to  Spain  complete  control  of  North¬ 
ern  commerce  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  hence 
the  necessity  for  its  acquisition.  The  purchase  of 
Louisiana  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to 
the  Western  and  Northwestern  States  an  open 
channel  to  the  ocean  for  their  productions.  The 
Southern  States  did  not  need  this  ;  they  bordered 
upon  the  Atlantic  and  /N^ulf  of  Mexico.  It  also 
gave  to  the  North  an  immense  region  exceeding 


in  extent  the  original  thirteen  States  lying  between 
the  Mississippi  river  and  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  a 
country  watered  by  the  upper  Missouri  and  Co¬ 
lumbia  rivers  and  their  tributaries,  with  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  some  of  the  best  harbors  in  the  world 
on  the  Pacific  coast.  This  purchase  was  made  by 
a  Southern  administration.  This  vast  region  is 
soon  to  be  filled  with  an  active  and  enterprising 
population.  A  computation  will  show  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  extent,  and  a  vastly  greater  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  value  of  the  territories  acquired  by  th® 
United  States  have  become  or  will  become  free 
States. 

The  following  statement  extracted  from  the. 
able  speech  of  Senator  Clay,  of  Alabama,  shows 
the  results  of  territorial  acquisition  in  a  clear  and 
strong  light : — 

“At  the  conclusion  of  peace,  1783,  the  states  then  North 
of  Mason  &  Dixon’s  line  had  164,081  square  miles.  ^  'Hie 
states  then  South  of  that  line  had  647,202  square  miles. 

“Pending  the  revolution,  the  north  western  territory 
excited,  (as  Mr.  Madison  expressed  it,)  “the  lucrative  de¬ 
sires”  of  the  north-eastern  people  to  a  degree  threatening 
the  existence  of  the  Confederacy,  That  territory  belonged 
to  Virginia,  by  repeated  royal  grants,  as  well  as  by  con¬ 
quest  achieved  at  her  sole  expense,  and  by  her  unaided 
arms.  'To  satisfy  those  desires,  quiet  the  contest  and  se¬ 
cure  harmony  and  peace,  she  surrendered  it  to  the  con¬ 
federacy,  and  the  ordinance  of  ’87  devoted  it  to  Free 
Soil.  That  surrender  reduced  Southern  territory  nearly 
one-hS.lf,  and  increase  1  Northern  territory  nearly  three¬ 
folds.  Northern  territory  was  thereby  swelled  to  425,761 
square  miles,  and  Southern  territory  reduced  to  385, .521 
square  miles.  The  territory  of  Louisiana,  next  acquired, 
in  which  slavery  was  maintained  by  both  French  and 
Spanish  laws,  and  guaranteed  in  the  treaty  of  acquisition, 
was,  by  the  Missouri  restriction,  so  divided  that  the  North 
took  (exclusive  of  Oregon,)  659,138  square  miles,  and  the 
South  retained  225,456  square  miles.  By  that  settlement 
the  ^outh  surrendered  of  slaveholding  territory  to  th® 
North  about  three-fourths  and  retained  about  one-fourth. 
But,  including  Oregon  as  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  pui’- 
chase,  the  North  took  972,605  square  miles,  and  the  South 
retained  225,456  square  miles.  Thereby,  the  South  sur¬ 
rendered  more  than  four-fifths,  and  retained  but  one-fifth 
of  that  territory. 

“The  acquisition  of  Oregon,  (if  not  included  in  the 
liOuisiana  purchase)  Florida  and  Texas,  resulted  in  a  di¬ 
vision,  by  which  the  North  got  about  415,467  square 
miles,  and  the  South  retained  about  271,238  square  miles. 
By  that  arrangement  the  Nortli  obtained  about  three-fifths 
of  those  territories. 

“The  Mexican  conquests  engrossed  by  the  North,  added 
to  her  limits  about  401,838  square  miles. 

“The  South  has  grown  from  647,202  to  882,245  square 
miles,  having  added  but  235,043  square  miles  to  her  area  • 
since  ’83.  In  the  same  time  the  north  from  164,081  has 
grown  to  1,903,204  square  miles  ;  having  added  in  the 
same  time  1,738,123  square  miles  to  her  limits.  The  South 
has  increased  less  than  fifty  per  cent  ,  the  North  near 
1100  per  cent.,  in  territorial  area  since  the  revolution. 
The  South  commenced  with  four  times  the  territory  of  the 
North;  the  North  now  has  near  two  and  a  half  times  th® 
territory  of  the  South.  The  Federal  Government  never 
had  one  foot  of  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
that  was  free  soil  Avhen  acquired — And,  indeed,  I  question 
whether  she  ever  held  any  west  of  them  that  was  fi’ee 
soil.  The  Northern  States  never  ceded  one  foot  of  terri¬ 
tory  to  the  United  States  ;  and  never  yielded  one  foot  of 
territory,  that  was  free  soil  when  acquired,  to  the  use  of 
the  South,  but  have  retained  it  all. 

“The  South  has  ceded,  of  her  own  exclusive  territory, 
2.51,671  square  miles,  and  has  relinquished  of  other  slave¬ 
holding  territory  when  acquired,  belonging  in  common 
to  all  the  states,  972,605  square  miles,  and  of  slaveholding 
and  non-slaveholding  territory  in  all,  not  less  than  1,738,- 
123  square  miles — an  empire  elevenfold  greater  than  the 
entire  area  of  the  Northern  States  at  the  peace  of  ’83,  and 
more  than  double  the  entire  domain  of  the  States  of  th® 
Confederation.” 

The  political  power  of  the  country  has  passed 
into  the  control  of  the  free  States,  and  that  power 
is  increasing  with  startling  rapidity.  The  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  Union  now  depends  upon  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  North,  yet  at 
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this  time  the  republican  party  appeals  to  Xorth- 
eni  passions  and  prejudices.  It  attempts  to  array 
the  majority  against  the  minority  ;  it  tells  the 
majority  that  it  is  base  and  bold  to  denounce  and 
reyile  the  minority ;  it  stigmatises  those  as  cow¬ 
ardly  and  base,  who  stand  up  on  Northern  soil  to 
speak  for  our  whole  country.  It  will  now  be 
seen  if  the  North  will  use  its  power  fairly.  If  it 
does  not,  the  South  has  the  ability,  and  I  hope 
the  spirit,  to  resist  injustice.  If  it  does  not  do  so 
it  will  be  untrue  to  itself — to  us,  and  the  whole 
country. 

THE  NEBRASKA  BILL. 

But  a  particular  complaint  is  made.  It  is  said 
the  Nebraska  bill  is  an  outrage  which  must  be  re¬ 
sisted,  and  that  great  ^vrong3  am  done  under  its 
provisions.  Let  us  look  into  this.  The  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  bill,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  en¬ 
forced,  are  two  distinct  things.  TTe  yill  examine 
them  separately. 

Those  who  are  trying  to  form  a  sectional  party 
found  their  hopes  upon  diiferences  of  opinion 
among  democrats  with  regard  to  territorial  ques¬ 
tions,  and  they  expect  to  draw  some  into  their 
organization  who  differ  from  them  in  ninetr-mne 
points  because  they  may  possibly  agree  upon 
one.  It  is  true  that  the  repeal  of  the  ^Missouri 
compromise  was  condemned  by  many,  regretted 
by  others,  and  approved  by  a  third  class.  Many 
deemed  its  repeal  a  great  wrong  ;  others  regret¬ 
ted  it  as  inexpedient ;  and  others  again  believed 
the  only  way  to  dispose  of  agitating  questions 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  om-  country,  was  to 
leave  them  to  the  disposal  of  the  communities 
particularly  concerned.  I  believe  there  are  few 
who  wish  for  the  restoration  of  the  ^lissouri  com¬ 
promise.  It  has  been  the  singular  fortune  of  this 
act  of  Congress  to  have  been  denounced  at  the 
North  and  South  at  the  time  of  its  adoption ;  to 
have  been  generally  condemned  during  the  period 
of  its  existence,  and  to  have  created  a  political 
convulsion  by  its  repeal. 

There  are  two  tribunals  to  which  tenitorial 
questions  may  be  referred — the  general  govern¬ 
ment  or  the  people  of  the  Temtories.  Many  at 
the  North  and  the  South  hold  that  the  general 
government  has  jurisdiction  and  is  bound  to  ex¬ 
ercise  it.  That  it  is  a  duty  which  cannot  be 
avoided.  Those  at  the  South  contend  that  they 
have  a  right  to  go  into  the  tenitories  with  slave¬ 
ry,  and  that  Congress  should  pass  laws  for  their 
protection,  whole  those  at  the  North  urge  that  it 
should  forbid  its  introduction.  While  these  two 
classes  agree  upon  the  tribunal,  they  have  also 
been  alike  dissatisfied  with  its  action.  Other 
democi-ats  prefer  a  reference  to  the  popular  tri¬ 
bunal.  They  believe  it  to  be  most  in  accordance 
with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions. 
They  believe  its  decisions  will  be  honest,  intelli¬ 
gent  and  wise,  for  they  will  be  made  by  those 
deeply  interested  in  a  right  result — ^by  those  who 
know  best  their  o^vn  wants  and  condition,  and  by 
those  who  can  be  influenced  by  no  considerations 
save  those  which  will  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
societv  in  which  are  involved  their  hopes  and 
their  fortunes.  Thev  think  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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territories  are  better  judges  of  their  O’wn  wants, 
with  deeper  interests  in  good  government  for 
themselves,  than  those  a  thousand  miles  away, 
legislating  under  the  influences  of  passion  and 
prejudice,  plunder  and  pleasm’e.  That  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  jurisdiction  by  the  general  government 


may  carry  with  it  by  implication  other  and  dan¬ 
gerous  powers.  I  agree  with  those  w’ho  prefer 
temtorial  tribunals.  The  policy  of  local  self- 
government  has  been  adopted,  and  I  believe  there 
is  a  disposition  on  the  pan  of  all  classes  of  dem¬ 
ocrats  to  have  it  fairly  tested,  and  it  is  demanded 
wth  justice  that  there  should  be  no  inteiferencc 
with  its  action  from  any  quarter. 

The  people  who  go  into  remote  territories  and 
encounter  the  hardships  of  frontier  life,  shall  lose 
none  of  their  political  rights  by  doing  so.  Why 
should  they  lose  them  1  Why  w'ill  you  withhold 
from  them  rights  you  demand  for  yourselves  } 
They  were  capable  of  self-government  before  they 
left  this  and  other  States.  Why  not  now  ?  There 
is  not  a  town  nor  a  county  in  the  State  wliich 
will  not  resist  to  the  last  any  interference  by  an 
adjoining  tOAvn  or  county.  Why  then  will  you 
meddle  a  thousand  miles  away  with  aftairs  about 
which  you  are  ignorant  ?  Has  not  your  neigh¬ 
bor,  who  has  gone  to  the  territory,  staked  his  for¬ 
tune  upon  its  good  government  ?  Docs  he  not 
know  his  own  interests  ?  Do  you  pretend  to  un¬ 
derstand  them  ?  If  the  settlers  in  Kansas  should 
attempt  to  iuterfere  with  your  local  government, 
would  you  not  laugh  at  their  folly  ?  Is  your  folly 
less  when  you  interfere  with  them  ?  Some  say 
let  the  general  government  dictate  local  laws  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territories.  Will  you  let 
the  general  government  dictate  local  laws  to  you  ? 
It  will  be  found  that  this  bill  only  contains  those 
principles  of  American  freedom  which  cannot  be 
assailed  without  attacking  our  own  rights. 

The  people  of  the  North  are  uniformly  oppos¬ 
ed  to  slavery,  not  fi-om  hostility  to  the  South,  but 
because  it  is  repugnant  to  our  sentiments.  In 
conformity  with  our  views  we  have  abolished 
slavery  here,  and  having  exercised  our  rights  in 
our  own  way,  we  should  be  wdling  to  let  other 
communities  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
we  have  enjoyed.  We  are  bound  to  act  upon 
om’  faith  in  the  piinciples  of  self-government. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  that  this  policy  vrill  pro¬ 
duce  the  results  which  we  believe  will  best  pro¬ 
mote  the  prosperity  of  the  Territories.  The  laws 
of  emigration  and  settlement  in  our  country  are 
as  known  and  as  detemiinable  as  arithmetical 
propositions.  Emigrants  go  from  States  which 
are  most  populous.  They  go  fr’om  dearer  to 
cheaper  lands.  The  census  of  1850  shows  that 
the  population  of  the  North  exceeds  that  of  the 
South  4,000,000.  Its  annual  excess  of  increase 
is  350,000.  Its  population  to  the  square  mile 
is  double,  and  the  value  of  its  real  estate,  by  the 
acre,  is  about  tlnee-fold  that  of  the  South.  The 
unoccupied  land  in  the  free  States  is  dearer, 
and  in  the  slave  States  cheaper,  than  in  the 
Territories.  In  the  slave  States  bordering  on 
the  Territories,  the  public  lands,  under  the  grad¬ 
uation  laws,  can  be  bought  for  lower  prices  than 
in  the  Territories.  Most  of  these  lands  thus 
held  at  reduced  rates,  are  of  the  best  quality. — 
The  population  of  ^Missouri,  with  an  area  great¬ 
er  than  that  of  the  six  New  England  States,  is 
less  than  700,000,  and  its  rate  of  increase  far 
below  that  of  Iowa  or  Wisconsin.  The  number 
in  Arkansas  and  Texas  is  still  less  on  each 
square  mile.  No  one  can  look  at  these  facts  and 
not  be  satisfied  what  the  results  will  be.  The 
annual  excess  of  the  population  of  the  North 
over  that  of  the  South,  will  each  year  give  three 
times  the  population  required  to  entitle  a  State 
to  admission  into  the  LTnion,  tvhile  the  South,  ua- 
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der  the  influence  of  climates,  productions,  and  in¬ 
stitutions,  is  imperfectly  settled,  and  its  smaller 
numbers  are  but  thinly  scattered  over  its  extend¬ 
ed  territories. 

But  it  is  charged  that  the  doctrine  of  self  gov- 
vernment  is  not  carried  out  in  Kansas.  If  it  is 
not,  let  us  all  unite  and  see  that  it  is  fairly  enforc¬ 
ed.  There  need  be  no  difference  among  us  upon 
that  point.  But  I  warn  you  against  false  reports  ; 
we  have  had  more  nimors  of  war,  and  accounts 
of  the  movements  of  armed  men  in  Kansas  ter¬ 
ritory,  than  attended  the  war  in  tlie  Crimea,  where 
one  hundred  thousand  lives  were  sacrificed.  Two 
classes  of  agitators  have  concurred  in  their  efforts 
to  create  these  false  views.  One  at  the  North  to 
produce  the  impression  that  a  sectional  party  must 
be  formed  to  resist  the  South,  while  certain  candi¬ 
dates  for  office  in  Missouri  wish  to  magnify  their 
serrfces  to  the  South.  The  violent  and  inflam¬ 
matory  aidicles  of  the  journals  of  both  classes  de¬ 
signed  to  stir  up  violence  and  passion,  are  repub¬ 
lished  with  obvious  satisfaction,  and  thus  the  most 
offensive  sentiments  are  constantly  kept  before  the 
diflferent  communities  they  wish  to  agitate  and 
excite. 

There  have  been  impertinent  interferences  in 
some  quarters,  and  truculent  outrages  in  otliers. 
But  it  is  evidently  unjust  that  the  conduct  of  the 
citizens  of  old  States  should  be  offered  as  evidence 
that  the  people  of  the  Territories  are  incapable  of 
self-government.  The  political  struggles  in  Kan¬ 
sas  heretofore  have  had  reference  mainly  to  the 
power  of  building  up  towns  by  establishing  the 
sites  of  tlie  capitol  and  county  seats.  Those  who 
are  anxious  on  the  question  of  slavery  would  be 
somewhat  sm’prised  by  a  close  and  local  inquiry 
into  the  views  and  purposes  of  parties  in  Kansas. 
It  may  be  said  the  numbers  which  have  already 
gone  into  Kansas  from  Missouri  show  that  its 
citizens  will  monopolize  this  territory.  Hitl^erto, 
emigration  there  has  been  controlled  by  a  desire  to 
secure  town  lots.  When  agricultural  emigration 
commenees,  it  will  be  governed  by  rules  which 
prevail  elsewhere.  But  few  have  gone  from  Mis¬ 
souri  or  other  States  to  get  farms — most  expect  to 
get  cities.  The  true  pioneers  will  soon  make 
their  appearance ;  the  men  who  till  the  soil  and 
subdue  the  earth — men  of  strong  arms  and  clear 
heads — who  know  how  to  govern  themselves, 
and  who  will  direct  their  own  affairs.  Let  not  all 
our  virtuous  indignation  be  poured  out  upon  bor¬ 
der  life.  When  you  go  among  the  sturdy  men 
Avho,  in  advance  of  impi'o^ements,  have  chopped, 
and  hoed,  and  plowed  their  way  almost  across  this 
'  continent,  you  will  find  they  have  generous  and 
noble  qualities.  Let  us  not  exhaust  all  our  hor¬ 
ror  of  unlawful  acts  upon  those  who  are  in  a 
measure  unprotected  by  laws,  and  be  forgetful  of 
what  occurs  in  our  own  or  neighboring  States. — 
More  blood  was  spilled  in  a  late  political  canvass 
than  in  any  or  all  of  the  eleetions  in  the  Territo¬ 
ries.  In  old  States  there  are  none  of  the  pallia¬ 
tions  which  grow  out  of  the  condition  of  the  bor¬ 
der  life.  Who  does  not  feel  that  at  this  time  the 
rights  of  conscience  are  safer  in  Kansas  than  in 
States  which  heretofore  boasted  of  their  civiliza¬ 
tion,  refinement  and  good  order  ? 

To  those  who  know  the  wants  and  eonditions  of 
a  new  country,  there  is  something  ludicrous  in  the 
fierce  air  of  the  emigrant  from  the  East,  who 
grasps  his  rifle  with  deadly  intent,  and  carries  it 
with  its  necessary  amf'aunition  to  his  great  dis¬ 
comfort,  the  hazard  of  his  wife  and  children,  in 


his  journey  to  the  far  West.  In  three  months  he 
will  sell  his  deadly  weapon,  to  his  Missouri  neigh¬ 
bor,  who  is  aiding  him  through  the  horrors  of  the 
fever  and  ague. 

There  are  strong  proofs  that  the  excitements 
about  Kansas  are  made  to  order.  An  undue  im¬ 
portance  is  attached  to  proceedings  in  that  territo¬ 
ry.  The  impression  is  created  tliat  it  will  influ¬ 
ence,  in  a  great  degree,  the  balance  of  power  be¬ 
tween  the  States.  Oregon,  Washington,  and 
Minnesota  territories,  will  all  of  them  make  free 
States.  They  are  entitled  to  admission  whenever 
they  make  application  by  virtue  of  their  popula 
tion,  and  their  older  organization.  Nebraska  con¬ 
tains  more  people  than  Kansas.  If  confidence 
can  be  placed  in  the  report  of  the  Congressional 
Committee  in  regard  to  the  territorial  elections, 
the  number  of  votes  do  not  indicate  20,000  people. 
Slaves  will  not  be  taken  there,  for  they  are  moving 
now  from  the  cheaper  and  more  desirable  lands  of 
the  State  lying  in  the  same  latitude,  to  the  more 
profitable  labor  of  the  extreme  south.  Kansas 
was  selected  as  the  scene  for  agitation  out  of  all 
the  territories  organized  under  the  same  laws,  be¬ 
cause  its  geographical  position  made  it  most  fa  • 
vorable  for  the  j)urpose.  Other  territories  were 
let  alone,  and  have  flourislied  under  the  principle 
of  non-intervention.  But  from  the  outset  Kansas 
was  selected  as  the  scene  of  excitement  by  politi¬ 
cal  meddlers.  Its  present  condition  proves  the 
wisdom  of  the  let  alone  policy  of  the  democratic 
party.  From  the  first,  the  most  exciting  addresses 
have  been  made  by  credulous  clergymen,  the  most 
embittered  statements  put  forth  by  influential  pa¬ 
pers,  and  the  most  foul-mouthed  speeches  have 
disgraced  the  national  capital  with  regard  to  it. — 
When  these  appliances  have  produced  the  natural 
results  of  bitterness,  hatred,  and  bloodshed,  the 
authors  of  evils  hold  them  up  as  proofs  that  the 
best  principles  of  government  are  wrong  because 
political  meddlers  have  for  the  time  defeated  their 
benign  influences.  The  men  who  preach  and 
practice  meddling  in  morals,  religion,  and  local 
legislation,  are  responsible  for  the  wrongs  in  Kan 
sas ;  not  those  who  always  oppose  interferences. 
Neither  Missouri  nor  Massachusetts  have  learneil 
pragmatical  doctrines  from  the  democratic  party. 

The  Republican  proposes  an  assault  upon  the 
Southern  States  by  a  system  of  agitation  and  ex¬ 
citement,  directly  at  war  with  the  purposes  of  the 
Constitution.  They  constantly  discuss  questions 
belonging  to  other  States  to  the  entire  neglect  of 
their  own  local  affairs.  They  organize  their  party 
expressly  on  the  ground  that  all  and  every  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  about  their  own  concerns  are  to 
be  overlooked,  provided  they  agree  in  their  views 
about  an  institution  which  does  not  exist  in  their 
own  States,  and  does  exist  in  States  where 
they  admit  they  have  no  Constitutional  right  to 
interfere.  They  give  dispensations  for  all  past 
offences.  Enrollment  in  their  ranks  expiates  the 
most  deadly  heresies  in  doctrines  and  conduct, 
and  exempts  from  the  performance  of  all  acts  of 
charity,  mercy,  or  benevolence.  The  Union, 
among  its  members,  is  a  libel  upon  their  past  pro¬ 
fessions  and  actions.  They  mock  at  consistency. 
Tney  ask  the  foreign  born  eitizen  to  unite  with 
them  in  interfering  with  men  afar  off,  and  thus 
justify  interference  with  their  own  religious  and 
political  rights  at  home.  They  invite  the  oppo¬ 
nent  of  the  Maine  Law  to  unite  with  them  to  co¬ 
erce  those  who  live  west  of  the  Missouri,  and  thus 
j  ustify  coercion  by  their  own  neighbors.  The  pre- 
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text  for  this  evasion  of  the  constitution  is  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  a  single  territory.  The  discussion,  the 
appeals  to  passion  and  the  influences  of  their  ac¬ 
tions,  are  not  conflned  to  that  point ;  nor  can  they 
stop  at  that  point,  if  they  succeed  in  their  present 
efforts.  They  must  go  to  the  extent  of  interfering 
with  the  sovereignties  of  the  State.  Their  out¬ 
spoken  allies,  the  abolitionists,  declare  that  such 
are  their  intentions.  The  pretext  for  the  war  now 
waged  against  the  South,  is  an  alleged  invasive 
policy  on  its  part.  Conscious  of  the  wickedness 
of  a  sectional  warfare,  an  attempt  is  made  to  shew 
that  their  policy  is  defensive. 

CONCLUSION. 

To  charge  upon  the  advocates  of  the  let-alone 
policy  the  fruits  of  meddling,  and  thus  attempt  to 
justify  interferences,  is  no  new  device.  Tyrants 
alwavs  denounce  libertv  as  anarchv,  freedom  of 
conscience  as  infidelity ;  reliance  upon  education 
and  intelligence  as  immorality  and  disorder ;  and 
to  the  extent  of  their  power  they  take  care  that 
all  possible  evils  attend  eveiy  effort  to  emanci¬ 
pate  mind,  action,  or  conscience.  This  is  the 
character  of  the  warfltre  waged  upon  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  who  upholds  the  principle  of 
interference,  is  responsible  for  interference.  He 
who  stands  by  the  principle  of  local  self  govern¬ 
ment,  is  not  responsible  for  acts  against  which  he 
protects  in  principle  and  practice.  Every  man 
knows  that  peace  and  good  order  will  not  be  re¬ 
stored  to  tliis  land  while  the  press  and  political 
agitators  urge  sectional  hatred  and  interference 
with  local  affiiirs. 

The  evils  of  political  meddling  with  morals, 
religion,  and  the  rights  of  distinct  communities, 
are  not  only  of  a  public  nature,  but  they  affect 
individual  character.  It  causes  the  pharisaic 
spirit  which  is  prevalent  in  our  country.  It  cre¬ 
ates  false  standards  of  virtue.  It  misleads  men 
in  their  estimate  of  themselves.  How  many, 
harsh  and  hard  in  their  dealings  with  their  fel¬ 


low  citizens,  fancy  themselves  benevolent  because 
they  cherish  a  hatred  of  real  or  fancied  wrongs 
in  remote  parts  of  our  country  ?  How  many 
omit  the  charities  and  kindnesses  of  daily  life  wh  d 
for^t  to  aid  the  poor  in  the  next  street,  quiet 
their  consciences  by  denunciations  of  those  w’hom 
they  charge  with  being  wrong  doers  a  thousand 
miles  away  ?  How  many  bad  men  gain  influence 
and  power  at  home  by  occupying  the  public 
mind  with  alleged  wTongs  abroad  ?  How  many 
arrogate  to  themselves  an  exclusive  Christianity 
because  they  reverse  every  principle  of  its  teach¬ 
ings  in  their  sentiments  towards  their  fellow  men  1 
How  many  have  given  rifles  for  Kansas  who 
would  not  give  aid  to  their  suffering  neighbors  ? 
The  present  practice  of  stirring  np  popular  pas¬ 
sions,  threatens  to  destroy  all  freedom  of  opinion, 
and  all  individuality  of  action. 

The  pulpit  and  the  press  are  becoming  unfaith¬ 
ful,  Thev  follow  in  tlie  wake  of  popular  excite¬ 
ment.  They  do  not  point  out  nor  combat  the 
faults  of  readers  or  hearers,  but  administer  to 
their  self-complacency  by  fierce  denunciations  of 
their  distant  fellow  citizens.  They  assume  the 
bearing  of  courage  while  r  cting  upon  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  cowardice. 

Fanaticism  gives  its  subjects  no  rest.  It  drives 
them  on  from  one  subject  of  excitement  to  anoth¬ 
er,  from  one  hatred  to  another,  from  one  perse¬ 
cution  to  another.  We  know  that  the  political 
fanatic  of  to-day  will  be  foremost  in  religious 
persecutions  to-morrow. 

The  leprosy  of  hypocrisy  is  spread  over  our 
land,  giving  us  an  outward  whiteness  because 
there  is  an  internal  corruption.  Eeligion,  chari¬ 
ty,  and  morals  are  hindered  by  “vindictive  piety’^ 
and  “'malignant  benevolence,’’  at  war  with  every 
principle  of  Christianity.  Unless  the  good  and 
patriotic  rebuke  this  spirit  of  cant  and  fanaticism, 
the  soi^ess  and  hatred  of  the  “round  head”  will 
again,  in  its  re-action,  be  followed  by  the  gross 
licentiousness  of  the  cavalier. 
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Is  offered  to  the  Democrats  of  New  England  and  elsewhere  as  an  active,  vigorous  and  cfBcient  ad¬ 
vocate  of  Democratic  principles,  as  recognized  and  supported  by  the  Democracy  of  the  whole  country. 
The  DAILY  ARGUS  is  issued  as  a  morning  paper  and  contains  the  latest  and  most  reliable  tele¬ 
graphic  intelligence  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  together  with  the  politicaband  other  news  care¬ 
fully  and  industriously  gleaned  from  papers  published  in  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  and  received  at 
the  Argus  Office  up  to  a  late  hour  at  niglit.  As  an  enterprising  political  and  news  paper  the  Argus 
will  have  no  superior.  It  will  be  dispatched  Iw  the  earliest  morning  mails  to  subscribers  in  every  direc¬ 
tion. 


Daily,  per  annum . . . . .  $5,00. 

Five  copies  to  one  address . $22,50. 

Ten  “  “  . . . $40,00. 

For  the  Campaign  from  Sept.  1,  to  the  election. 

Five  copies  to  one  address . ^ . $4,00. 

Ten  “  “  ‘‘  . . $7,00. 


THE  WEEKLY  AKGUS, 

A  large  and  first  class  weekly  Democratic  newspaper,  containing  most  of  tlie  political  and  other 
news  of  the  Daily  and  a  large  share  of  literary,  agricultural  and  miscellaneous  reading,  is  issued  ow 
Tuesday  of  each  week  at  the  following  rates  : 

Single  copy  per  annum . . . $1,50. 

Ten  copies  to  one  address . $12,50. 

Twenty  “  “  “  $20,00. 

For  the  Campaign  commencing  Aug.  26,  and  closing  with  the  Election,  eleven  weeks, 

Four  copies  to  one  address . $1,00, 

Ten  “  “  “  . $2,00. 

Twenty-four  “  “  $4,00. 

(The  number  for  August  26,  contains  Ex-Gov.  Seymour’s  Speech.) 

All  orders  for  the  Daily  and  Weekly  papers  must  be  accompanied  by  the  money  as  no  papers  are 
otherwise  sent.  Address 


ELON  COMSTOCK,  Springfield,  Mass, 


